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Present Position-Scientist ‘F’, Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow
Education
· B.Sc. in First Division from Lucknow University (1977)
· M.Sc. (Botany) in First Division (First position in order of merit) with 72% score from Lucknow University (1979)
· Language Proficiency in French Language (73%) in First Division from Lucknow University (1981)
· Ph. D from Kanpur University (Title: Contribution to the Palaeobotany of Permian Gondwana of India) (1988)
· Professional course in Geology with 73% score from Lucknow University (1995)
Research experience-35 ½  years
Honours and Awards
· Merit Certificate for securing First Position in M.Sc., Botany, Lucknow University (1979)
· Gold Medal  (Dr P.N. Srivastava Gold Medal) for best piece of work, Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany (2005)
· Diamond Jubilee Medal-2008 for high quality publication
Fellow/Member of Professional Scientific Bodies
· Member Executive council and Fellow of Palaeontological Society of India
· Life Member Indian Association of Palynostratigraphers	
· Fellow Palaeobotanical Society of India
· Life Member Indian Science Congress
· Life Member International association for Gondwana researches (IAGR) 
· Member International Geological Correlations Program (IGCP)
· Fellow Geological Society of India
· Member International Society of Plant Morphologists India
· Member IOP
· Member IGCP-597

Research Work
Multidisciplinary research approach to Gondwana Flora of India, Brazil and Antarctica
 India
· Permain megafossils from India
Permian megafossils have been investigated from different Lower Gondwana basins of India namely, Damodar, Satpura and Wardha- Godavari of peninsular region and from Arunachal Pradesh of extra peninsular region  vis-á- vis  correlation with basins of other Gondwana countries. Additionally, studies are in progress from South Rewa Gondwana Basin and Kashmir region. Cuticular/ anatomical studies have been carried on  Glossopteris  and  allied genera, fructifications and seeds. The evolutionary significance, development and extinction of the  Glossopteris  flora vis- á- vis  basinal and global correlation have been analysed.

·  Indian Gondwana megaspores
Morphological studies of Indian Gondwana megaspores- the female reproductive units of early land plants along with their distribution pattern, basinal correlation, evolutionary and biostratigraphic significance have been carried out. Megaspores have been investigated/ reviewed from different Indian Gondwana Palaeozoic and Mesozoic basins namely, Damodar, Satpura, Wardha, Godavari, Mahanadi and Kutch. Additionally, an information system- Indian Gondwana Megaspore Information System (IGMIS) providing an information on morphological characters and distribution patteren of 48 genera and 148 species of megaspores has been developed for storage and retrieval of Indian Gondwana megaspores in a selective manner.  

· Palaeontological studies on P/T boundary of  Himalayan region

Palaeontological studies including spores/pollen grains, sedimentary organic matter and thoecamoebians from Late Permian Zewan Formation and Early Triassic Khunamuh Formation of the world famous Guryul Ravine Permo –Triassic boundary section, Kashmir, India have been carried out for the first time.
 

Other research contributions

 Cuticular studies from Tertiary

· Dispersed cuticles
Morphotaxonomic study of dispersed angiospermous leaf cuticles from Tertiary of Maharastra, Assam and Arunachal Pradesh in relation to the affect of various degradation processes, including bacterial biodegradation, study of environment of deposition and palaeoenviroment  has been carried out.


· PCO2 estimation
Stomatal index analysis on leaf cuticles of Upper Plio- Pleistocene of Arunachal Pradesh carried out for estimation of palaeo carbon dioxide (pCO2) 

· International Collaborative projects
· Indo-Brazil S &T Joint Research Programme :Palaeobotanical studies on Indian and Brazilian sedimentary basins with special reference to marine dinoflagellate cysts, Gondwana flora and their applications (with Mary EC Bernardes de Oliveira, Mitsuru Arai, Maria Judite Garcia, Roberto Iannuzzi of Brazil)- Completed (2009-2012)

· Comparative studies on Early and Late Permian megafossils of Parana Basin, Brazil and Indian Gondwana sedimentary basins have been carried out for better understanding of distribution  and biostratigraphic correlation of Gondwana flora
· Morphological studies on Pennsylvanian megaspores from Parana Basin,
Brazil vis-á-vis correlation with Indian Gondwana megaspores has been
carried out.

· Studies carried out on Pennsylvanian lycopsids of Itararé Group, Monte Mor
      (SP), Paraná Basin, Brazil 


· Indo- American Project
Investigated  Glossopteris and Dicroidium floras from Allan Hills, Antarctica and India vis-à-vis palaeoclimatic implications (with Dr Sankar Chatterjee -Horn Prof.of Geology, Museum,Texas Tech  University, Lubbock, US)

· Carried out comparative studies on megafossils  and microfossils from Early Permian (Weller Formation) and Triassic (Lashly Formation)  from Allan Hills, Antarctica and Indian Gondwana sedimentary basins for better understanding of evolution, distribution  and biostratigraphic correlation of Gondwana flora.  Besides, palaeofire and petrological studies carried out on specimens from the Lashly Formation of Allan Hills, Antarctica.
 Ongoing project  
2.3. Floristic evolution during the late Palaeozoic of Kashmir region and South Rewa Gondwana Basin:Implications for global correlation, biostratigraphy and palaeoecology

 International Project (with Brazil)
Principal Investigator of Indo-Brazilian collaborative research project entitled, “Palaeofloristics of Lower Gondwana sediments of India and Brazil with special reference to palaeowild fire: Implications in palaeoecology, palaeoclimate and biostratigraphy” (funded by DST, India and CNPq, Brazil)

Field Experience
Extensive field experience of geological excursions undertaken for collection of plant megafossils, palynological samples for recovery of megaspores, sedimentary organic matter (SOM), charcoal and spores/pollen grains and for study of geological structures throughout India  such as Damodar, Rajmahal, Son, Wardha, Krishna-Godavari  and South Rewa Gondwana basins,  Rajasthan, Nainital, North-East Himalayas including Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling and Sikkim, and West Himalayas including Guling, Tabo (Spiti), Kinnaur District, Himachal Pradesh, Kashmir, and Cerquilho, Quiteria and Curva do Belvedere outcrops, Encruzilhada do Sul and, Mata sandstone of Caturrita/ Santa Maria (early Traissic) Formation of Afloramento outcrop (fossil wood locality), Saõ Pedro do Sul, RS, Parana Basin, Brazil.

Visits Abroad
In connection with different palaeobotanical/palaeontological conferences deputed to following places
Paris, France
Bonn, Germany
Nanjing and Beijing, China
Guarulhos, Sao Paulo, Buzios, Belém, Rio de Janiero, Natal, , Brazil
Leiden, Ámsterdam, The Netherlands
St. Petersburg and Moscow, Russia
Perth, Australia
 UK
In connection with International Collaborative projects
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, US.
Guarulhos, Rio de Janiero and São Paulo, Brazil
Museum of Mineralogy and Geology and Department of Geochronology, Senckenberg Natural History Collections, Dresden, Germany
Senckenberg Natural History Museum, Frankfurt Main, Germany
Department of Botany and Palaeobotany, UNIVATES, Lajeado, Rio Grando do Sul, Brazil
Natural History Museum Botany & Palaeobotany Section, Centro Universitário UNIVATES, Lajeado, Rio Grando do Sul, Brazil
Museum of Palaeontology and Department of Palaeontology and Stratigraphy, Institute of Geosciences, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Porto Alegre, Rio Grando do Sul, Brazil

Conferences
About 40 National and International Conferences/Symposia/Workshops attended both in India and abroad and presented research papers.
Research Publications
Total number of publications-96

Lectures delivered
Delivered several lectures on Palaeontological aspects in different schools and degree colleges of Lucknow,  Birbal Sahni Research Scholars of Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany (BSIP), Lucknow and graduate, post graduate students and faculty members of departments of Palaeontology and Geosciences of Universities of Guarulhos and São Paulo, respectively, Brazil.
Any Other
Organising Secretary
Indo Brazilian Symposium on “Glimpses of Gondwana research” held at BSIP on Nov. 24, 2010
International Gondwana conference on “Current perspective and emerging issues in Gondwana evolution” held at BSIP during Feb. 19-20, 2015
Recognition
Chaired special session of 2nd Indo-Brazilian Symposium on “Glimpses of Gondwana Research” during XXII Brazilian Congress of Paleontology, held at Natal (RN), Brazil, co chaired with Prof. Margot Guerra Sommer, Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul.
Chaired the session of 2014 convention and 11th International Conference on Gondwana to Asia” held at China University of Geosciences Beijing, China during September 20 –21, 2014
Co Chaired, Session 2- Gondwana Climate, sedimentation patterns and palaeoenvironments -in International conference on “Current perspective and emerging issues in Gondwana evolution” held at Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow during February 19-20, 2015
Key Note Speaker for scientific session-Life and Environment on the topic “Glossopteris flora from the Godavari Valley Coalfield, Telangana India: basinal correlation and implications in palaeoecology” in “2016 Annual Convention of IAGR and 13th International conference on Gondwana to Asia” held at University of Kerala, Kerala during November 19-20, 2016.

Chairperson for scientific session-Life and Environment of “2016 Annual Convention of IAGR and 13th International conference on Gondwana to Asia” held at University of Kerala, Kerala during November 19-20, 2016.

Chief Guest of Late Dr. V.N. Bedekar colloquium  lecture series organised as a part of his birth centenary celebrations in Vidya Prasarak Mandals’ B.N. Bandodkar College of Science, Thane, Mumbai  on 5th Dec. 2016.

Delivered 3rd Prof. KR Surange Memorial Lecture on February 3, 2017 at BSIP on the topic, “Insights into the late Palaeozoic Gondwana phytogeography”.

 Supervised two Ph. D. students (Ph.D. awarded) 

Saurabh Gautam (Rajiv Gandhi National Research Fellow under Rajiv Gandhi National Research Fellowship Scheme) has been awarded the Ph.D. degree at Ravenshaw University, Cuttack, Odisha in the year 2015. The topic of the thesis is “Palynostratigraphy of Gondwana sediments in Sohagpur Coalfield, South Rewa Basin, Madhya Pradesh, India” (under supervision of Rajni Tewari).

Arun Joshi (Birbal Sahni Research Scholar, under Birbal Sahni Research Fellowship) has was awarded the Ph.D. degree at HNB University, Srinagar, Garhwa in the year 2016. The topic of the thesis is “The Glossopteris flora of Manuguru Area, Godavari Graben: palaeoecological implications, evolutionary perspectives and basinal correlation” (supervisor Rajni Tewari).

Editor
Journals
Geophytology (2007-2009)
The Palaeobotanist (w. e. f. February 2011- continuing)
Edited abstract volumes of International conferences on
(a) Indo Brazilian Symposium on “Glimpses of Gondwana research” held at BSIP on Nov.24, 2010
(b) International Gondwana conference on “Current perspective and emerging issues in Gondwana evolution” held at BSIP during Feb. 19-20, 2015

Convener
Computer Committee, BSIP
 Member 
Knowledge Resource Centre (KRC) Committee
Different consultancy services
Different assessment committees for assessment of scientists and research scholars

Total number of publications-96 
 Impact Factor-55































List of publications
Total number of publications-96
· Research publications in refereed International and National Journals : 88
· Catalogues: 2
· Popular Articles: 6
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